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en the terrible   mutiny at Nancy was at its height, the feel-fs of the dcpulio* must have been of the bellicose order which I'fibcau had previously deprecated.  Despite the pressing need peace, Franco  nocincd lo be heading straight for war.   On Unary grounds  hur conduct is inexplicable.  Everywhere her ops  were clamouring for arrears of pay;  her sailors could ircoly be kept   together; and the virtual bankruptcy of the Uc was a week  Inter lo be quaintly revealed by the flight of ickcr to Switzerland. The King and his Ministers disapproved - arming of .so Inr^c a fleet; for Montmorin confessed toGowcr i surprise and regret, adding the comforting assurance that it >ulcl   be clone an slowly as possible.   The mystery deepens win wti know tlmt Mocldixblnnca continued to speak in peaceful ies.    On igth   August he admitted  to Kitzhcrbcrt that he sired help from Ku«sia and Austria, but felt complete incUfifer-cc aa to what l/rance might do.  Aid from her, he -said, would id to the Introduction of democratic principles, which he was tennincd to keep out, if need arose, by a cordon along the in tier, as one would exclude the plague.1 Here probably we have the key lo the enigma.  The recent lion  of MirubiJHU (for the arming of the French naval force is  1m proposal,   not Muiuinorin's) rested on the nnsumption lit Spain (lid not moan l" draw the .sword.   I-Ito agents at the I'itius Courts Ictjpt him well abreast of events, and doubtless : foresaw that Clmrks IV's hatred of democracy would bar the \y  to an alliance of the two peoples such ns was now pro-sted.   Why, then, slimild Mirabcau have threatened England ilh war? His riuiHuiw ncc\n lo have been partly of a patriotic, irtly of a  private, nalurr.    Ui: desired to restore: the pres-.jo of the French monarchy by throwing its sword into the Eivcrlng balances   c»f diplomacy.   As to the expense, it was Mlifinblo, if it tnmUnl lo rrvivr the national spirit and to quell ,c mutinous feeling ()^ l'K* Hnilor.s. Work, especially if directed jftinst "the natural cnciuy," would be the best restorative of 'clcr at the docky rmlH, and prevent the deterioration of the navy. ut a\iart from iLioHu motives Mirabcau may have been swayed / others of a lower kind,   llin popularity had swiftly waned .ii'inj; the prcvioiiH debate's.  lie might revive it hy pandering i the diwlikc of ICii^laiul now widely prevalent.  Maiiiifaclurcrfl
1 "K. 0.," S[>nin, i«-  Fiuliorbcri lo Leeds, I7ll> August.
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